MINUTES OF COUNCIL GENERAL MEETING -   3/7/ 2023  
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER BY _            AT__7;31_____ P.M._____
OPENING PRAYER ___Our Father______  BY  _Grand Knight
OPENING ODE BY GRAND KNIGHT AND PLEDGE OF ALLIEGANCE __BY _ Deputy Grand knight
ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: P=PRESENT, A=ABSENT, EX=EXCUSED
CHAPLIN:  FR. STEVE ANTES:   EX				 
GRAND KNIGHT:  JIM RUSSELL:	P		WARDEN:  EFREN OCHOA: A
DEP GRAND KNIGHT:  MIKE FITZGERALD: P 	INSIDE GUARD:  STEVE REID: P
CHANCELLOR:  PAUL RYAN: A		              OUTSIDE GUARD:  RUEESLL LEROY: P
FINANCIAL SECRETARY:  PETE PERTA: P	 	LECTURER:  	
TREASURER:  JAMES SMITH:  P			1ST YR TRUSTEE:  DAN SCHNIEDER: A
RECORDER:  RAMON PRESAS: P	    		2ND YR TRUSTEE:  DAVID DYBOLA: EX
ADVOCATE:  RUSSELL GULLY:   P	 		3RD YR TRUSTEE:  TOM GRECO: P
ARE ALL PRESENT IN POSSESSION OF A CURRENT MEMBERSHIP CARD:  ______Warden _yes_  
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: 
February Meetings are ready, yet not published.
GRAND KNIGHT’S REPORT –

1. We will have a report on our first 2 Fish Frys under Council Activities.
SK James Smith- 1st Fish Fry expenses were low.
2. Additional checking on the request for funds to help Friar Diego, to send youth from Honduras to World Youth Day.  I will report under Old Business.
3. Upcoming Parish Picnic- 6/2023 KC will cook dogs/burgers/chips/drinks. Last year we did not charge, accepted donations.  The donations paid for our expenses. We did not need any help from the parish for expenses

4. Set up after Easter- Tammy request us to set up tables and chairs in the courtyard for a thank-you meal for her volunteers.
5. Nominations for Knight of the Year. Previous winners are not eligible nor is the GK.
6. Nominations for next year’s officers. SK Russell Gully is chairing the effort.
7. Wheelchair Drive is still pending.
8. Scholarships- DGK Mike Fitzgerald- No applications so far.
GK- Anyone who is related to a Knight, studying toward a college degree/trade school. Grandkids, niece, or nephew are eligible who have not received a scholarship before. You do not have to be Catholic.
9. City of Cedar Hill asked us if we would apply for a contract to work city pool concession stand. They are offering a 1-year contract with an option for two additional years.  They are requiring that all personnel working in the stand must have food handler certification; the council have a 2 million liability insurance policy; and that the stand be open all hours that the pool is open to the public. . After reading all requirements, hours of operation, and time of year, I concluded this is a full-time job, we didn’t apply for contract.
10. Our next general business meeting will be 4/4/2023, regular time and place.

Treasurer’s Report- SK James Smith- Reports Council deposits and expenses for previous month. 

Financial Secretary’s Report- One new member who joined in December. John Owen, this is his first meeting.
John: Thank you! I been a parishioner for over 30 years, happy to be a Knight and ready to help when I can. 
Pete- year membership dues collected about 50%, Star Council progress we are 3 members .  Budget spent, we are at 50% very good pace, not overspending. I got like $XX in dues, another donation for Knight in Need fund. A couple things paid, the Seminarian support for five from the area, $XX each. $XX donations to the church, liability insurance. I'll be doing the Council audit anyway, so last year, 2020 audit. 
I do have some new rosters updated for Mach.
Our Knight in Need fund take a couple recent donations are up about $XX so if anybody knows that probably Knight that needs help in some form. Job illness, family trouble.  You know they could pay a bill food. It's always look forward to the next all Knight you need fund is funded by donations. It's not coming out of the council. 
Grandknight- Noted Knight in Need fund is accounted also in Treasury Report

Programs and Committee Reports:

Faith- Deacon Al- Absent					Life- SK Mike Moloughney- Absent

Awareness-							Family – Vacant						
Council Activities- Vacant			Community- SK Dan Murphy/David Ybarra-No Report

Membership/Admissions- SK Russell Gully- 2 candidates we met:  Gormelo Gonzales and Leobardo Ortiz, Adan Luna is sponsoring both of them. Look like very good prospects, they check all the boxes to join Knights. One of them is a carpenter, which is good for us. I make a motion to accept these 2 candidates.
Grand knight- a 2nd? Yes.  Motion passes.
Russell- a special request…turn over to Tom?
Grand knight- yes
SK Tom Greco- Candidates are not really proficient in English. I need volunteers to read Spanish.
Volunteers were accepted. 
Tom- Be at the Church at 6:30 a week from tonight. Dress up.

Grand knight- good idea for us have a Spanish Degree team.

Baseball Concessions- SK James Smith- 3/18/2023 is first weekend for Baseball. Miguel will be texting for volunteers.
SK Miguel Hernandez- I will be texting everyone!
James- We do not know how many games first weekend.

Church Activities- Church Picnic – We will have donations jars while serving cooked food. Next year should be a bigger Picnic, 50th anniversary.

Fall Festival- Kickoff meeting next week. I will not be able to attend.  
Volunteer came forward to represent the Knights.

Parish Picnic- Knights always help. And we will help for Fall Festival.  Rummage sale may come back, in the past good revenue source for Parish.

Health- Dr. Nieto- We are working on a date for next Blood Drive. 

Grand Knight- Dr Nieto could you report on the 50th Anniversary celebration?
Dr. Nieto- We are working on fundraising events dates, a casino night, raffle, etc.

KNIGHT HANDS- SK DAVID DYBOLA-No Report - Absent.  

	SAFE ENVIRONMENT- SK Russell LeRoy-No Report. 
	RECRUITMENT- SK JIM KOWALSKI- I’m trying to coordinate and combine both a membership drive and a wheelchair program on the same Sunday. I think Father would rather have it on the first part of June. We have a couple more months to plan for that.
Anyone in here that's participated in Special Olympics stand up. I don't care one new participated stand up. Special Olympics. That's what we do, guys. We help other people, and I would just like everybody congratulate these people that spend their time to help the less fortunate. A few weeks ago, we helped with Basketball out in Cedar Hill, good participation there. We also now have finished it up with over the entire city, which was Cedar Hill, Frisco and Highland Park. A total of 3000 athletes participated. That's what we did. We give them. All we do is hand out the ribbons and the metal. That's all we do. They have the regular special Olympic people that handle everything else, including the scoring. The next and oh by the way, last. December. At the bowling. They had 5000 athletes. That's how many people were helping. That's in one year, 8000. That we're responsible for giving ribbons to and seeing you aspire to smiling faces. The next event will be one here locally again, and I'd like to see everybody that participated last year participate this year, and that's track and field. That goes for two days, a Saturday and a Sunday. It's well attended. But there's so much activity that they need a lot of people. They have two, two stands that actually give out the medals and the ribbons. That's all we do. We hand out medals and ribbons. Hang them around next. You will never see more smiles in your life. And you would be surprised not I just heard today that actually some of these athletes go to bed with them that night and the next night. That's how much they appreciate what we do. That's how. 
GK-Do you have a date?
SK Jim Kowalski- No, I don't have that date yet, but prior to it, I'll let the. Membership, thank you.
	RETENTION- SK PAUL RYAN- No report. Absent.
Old Business- GK- Last month we took a vote on the reallocation of the funds from our Appreciation Party, which got cancelled. And at that time we were going to reallocate the $XX with $XX going to the ASAP program, thru Supreme. And the remaining $XX to the award banquet this summer. And we took a vote on that and in order to do that we need to have a second vote tonight. I'm open to a motion.
SK Tom Greco= About explaining what ASAP is for something.
ASAP is a an acronym for Assistance to women who have completed, delivery process of a new child in the world. We already support a lot of unwed mother homes and so on. And we also have the ultrasound program that we're ongoing. The units have done something like 1500 ultrasound machines, in the country. This program is to assist the new mothers after they've delivered the child. It's going to be done through Supreme. Motion? I have a motion on the floor to go ahead move the reallocation. Is there any further discussion? Any further discussion? Any further discussion? Motion passes. No one opposed.
NEW BUSINESS- GK- last meeting. I passed around this letter. A Friar Brother Diego Joseph Ho from Malaguena, Honduras. Please forgive the mispronunciation. And what he's asking is for the Knights to help him. With the donation so that he can send a couple of his kids. From the mission to the World Youth Day. In. Lisbon, Portugal next August. There were questions about it. And I asked the good fryer if he could answer some questions. Before I contacted him again. I contacted their headquarters, which I believe is in New York City. And asked if they were aware of this. You know, I didn't mention what it was about.  I said. we received a letter from this brother Ho in Honduras. Is he still there? And you know we're concern was if there somebody holding a gun to his head and the answer I got is that yes brother Ho is still there, he is in charge of the youth group. He is attempting to send a couple of his members to the Youth Day in Portugal. I never mentioned anything as to what he'd asked us to do.  A question I asked Brother Ho was how many places had he contacted looking for funds? His letter’s response is here. Another question was how did he get my name and e-mail? And his answer is he found that information online, which is quite possible. “We, meaning his religious order, used to have a Friary in Dallas, Fort Worth. And have many friends in the area. We also have a lot of Friars who are from Texas. In fact, 2 Friars I live with here in Honduras are Texans. In addition, we have. We, the Friars, are official chaplains in the US military base. Here in Honduras, a 10-minute drive from our Friary. One of the current soldiers from Kaleen stationed here is a fourth degree Knight of Columbus named Efren Tonalis. You're stationed here and he knows that I am raising funds for World Youth Day and he encouraged me to reach out to various nights councils in the area.’  The group he's talking about is his  CCU Honduras, a Honduran university student movement he helped found six years ago. The mission is threefold evangelization. To live the fullness of the Catholic faith and to produce leaders and protagonists for the renewal of the world. He attached the Trifold pamphlet, which I didn't bother printing off. We strive to provide opportunities for young people to grow, not only in the faith, but also personally, professionally and human. Human, so they're not to cross the border of north. He personally discourages the young people from going to the US illegally and so on. Last May 2022 they went to Mexico City on a mission trip, and before the mission many had warned me that some of the youth might not return to Honduras and state Mexico. To eventually seek to cross the US border, sit down my young people and clearly define the purpose of the mission trip and would like to report that everyone came back to Honduras. Let's see. As I mentioned in my letter, the cost per person is XX US with twenty pilgrims. They need $XXX. At that point, they have raised 20,000. For this reason, I submitted a request letter to 40 different nights. Councils spread across Texas, California, Oregon, New Jersey and New York, hoping that each council would give us $1000. So that we could meet their goal of 60,000. I trust this answers your questions. If you have any other questions or concerns, please let me know. I would like to renew my appeal and request your help through your prayers and perhaps some monetary support. Thank you and God bless brother Diego is also CFR. And there's two car I printed off 2 caps. You're walking freedom. That is essentially what the letters are about. What do you think? 
How would you send the money? 
Oh, we can figure that out.
Recorder - We can wire it. But I do stress that. It costs, yeah, roughly about $50 to wire it out. My understanding is if you wire it out, there's no recourse in case he calls or the emails you or says he never got. 
GK- Then how about a wire transfer to a bank? 
Recorder-Well, yeah, you would do that. Yeah, you could do that. 
GK-So we would need to contact him and get his bank information, correct. And then transfer. We'll tell you this. I showed the same thing to Barbara Cadman, who's the Chairwoman of the parish Crafts committee. They do quite a bit of. charity work. Really doesn't get noticed all that much. But I showed her the original letter and she said if your brother Knights decide to do something, let me know. So. Yes, Frank,  that's the city where the church is. You could pronounce it.
SK Allen Reitmeier- We should help someone in our local community.
A motion was made and seconded to not send funds to Friar Ho.  The motion was passed. 
4th Degree- SK James Smith- No Report
 DISTRICT DEPUTY REPORT- DD KEBRON ALEXANDER-Absent
GK- DD inquired when next exemplification will be.
LECTURER’S REFLECTION- (AVAILABLE ONLINE)
GOOD OF THE ORDER:
	FAMILY OF THE MONTH- M/M David Dybala
	KNIGHT OF THE MONTH=David Ybarra
GRAND KNIGHT’S SUMMARY- 
PRAYER REQUEST- Some Knights will be visiting Ireland. Prayers for Knights undo going cancer treatment.  Dr. Nieto’s father is suffering from Parkinson. Prayers for family members who have passed away. Russell LeRoy, remember daughter passing a year ago. Men and women in uniform.
CLOSING PRAYER- GK- Hail Mary and Glory to Be
50/50- Antonio Santiago Winning Ticket #3030 Mario Mejia  Meeting Adjourn 8:36pm

